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SACRAMENTO ST. CABLE LINE MAKES 
GRAVEYARD RUN FEBRUARY 14 





- » i 
Printed Agamy! 
Yes, sir, we’re ‘goin’ to press’ 
again! Through the efforts of 
some of our club-minded mem- 
bers The Western Railroader has 
returned to conventional type 
and ink. Type is being set in Los 
Gatos by Jack Gibson, and it is 
being printed in San Mateo by 
John Carrick and Eric Ha'dkiar 
on the recent'y exhumed origir- 
al Western Railroader press. 











Fans Hold Funeral 
For Marysville Line 


The Farewell Trip over the 
Marysville-Yuba City street car 
line February 15 was very well 
attended with 35 fans covering 
the line in one of the three birney 
cars used on the run. The trip 
covered the main line and many 
of the spur tracks usually only 
used by the freights. Art Lloyd 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Buy Defense Bonds and Stamps 
and help get railfans back into 
roundhouses. 


The Sacramento-Clay cable car 
line of the Market Street Rail- 
way ended February 14 after 54 
years of service. 

The last car left Fillmore and 
Sacramento streets at 11:10 p.m., 
the Embarcadero at 11:30 p.m. A 
few minutes later, it slipped into 
the carbarn at Washington and 
Mason streets, and—into history. 

Car 26 made the last trip with 
the inevitable little old lady and 
four railfans as passengers. Vic- 
tor DuBrutz, Don Gunn, H. T. 
Wolfe and Warren K. Miller made 
the trip to the barn, though other 
fans paid their respects to the 
line earlier in the evening. Fan 
Charles Smallwood who was on 
duty as maintenance man at 
Washington and Mason barn had 
the job of taking in number 26 
after her last run. 

The line was the oldest cable 
line in the city. It began Ausust 
1, 1873, as the Clay Street Hill 
Railroad Company organ’zed by 
Andrew S. Hallidie, inventor of 
the cable car.—Sece CABLE CAR 
DAYS, by Edgar M. Kahn, S‘an- 
ford University Press, 1940. 
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DISPOSAL OF 
BRIDGE CARS 


The state-owned electric cars 
formerly used on the Interuban 
Flectric which were sold to the 
Hyman Michaels Company for 
scrapping at $500 each are being 
held for sale as emergency de- 
fense transportation. The scrap- 
ping company also purchased the 
Sacramento Northern cars, most 
ef which have been scrapped. The 
Key System purchased five of the 
SN cars from the scrapper for 
motor control parts. 

Two of the control trailers off 
the Interburban Electric Railway, 
number 446 and 452, have been 
moved to the site of the SP 5th 
and Kirkham Streets freight of- 
fice in Oakland and are being 
dismantled for use as offices. 
Trucks, brake and control equip- 
ment, couplers, gates and steps 
from both ends are being removed, 
and the cars will be set on the 
ground in front of the offices. 
Work started on February 16. 
Dismantling was done with the 
assistance of steam derrick No. 
3376. 


NEVADA COPPER 
BELT RENAMED 

The Nevada Copper Belt Rail- 
road is now the Nevada Copper 
Railroad Company following sale 
in the latter part of ’41 to the 
Parr Terminal Corporation for 
$105,000. 

Constructed in 1909 to haul 
copper ore from Wabuska to Lud- 
wig, Nevada, 38 miles, the rail- 
road went into receivership in 
1925 with S. C. Bigelow as trus- 
tee. The company .was ordered 
liquidated in 1941 and the prop- 
erties were sold under Federal 
Court order at Yerington in Aug- 
ust, 1941. 

Part of the equipment was 
scheduled to be scrapped, but the 
line is continuing to haul ore, 
metal and freight under the new 
name. 

= 


Abandonment Denied 

The application of the Southern 
Pacific to abandon a section of 
switching track between Fifth 
and Lincoln and Main and At- 
lantic in Alameda, California, has 
been dismissed by the ICC as they 
had no authority in the matter. 
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Nevada Northern RR and the 
Nevada Consolidated Copper Co. RR 


Compiled by A. C. PHELFS 


INDING THROUGH THE canyons of the Nelson and 

Duck creeks the 60-lb. rail of the Nevada Northern rail- 
road covers almost 140 miles of the semi-desert country of 
eastern Nevada. Starting from its northern terminus on the 
Southern Pacific at Cobre just over the border from Utah, 
it travels down the west side of the Toand mountains to 
Shafter where it makes connections with the Western Pacific. 
South from Shafter it turns to the southwest into the valley 
of Nelson creek as far as Currie where it turns due south and 
into the Duck creek canyon ‘following it to McGill, the loca- 
tion of the giant smelter of the Nevada Consolidated Copper 
company. Here the line changes to 110-lb. rail with a right of 
way a Class I road would be proud of. End of the Nevada 
Northern is at Ely where the Nevada Consolidated Copper 
railroad takes over and pushes on to the huge open copper 
pits at Ruth and Kimberly to the west. Cutside of only a few 
small culverts, the line is unique inasmuch as there are no 
bridges or tunnels on the entire 140-mile line. Maximum 
curvature is eight degrees. 

This prosperous little line was built in 1906, the first 
passenger train being operated on July 4 of that year. School 
trains were started in the first year of operation to carry the 
children of McGill to the schools in Ely. These trains were in 
operation continuously until they were replaced by buses in 
1939. A church train which carried church-goers between the 
same points was operated until 1920. At one time the regular 
passenger train carried a through sleeping car between Salt 
Lake City and Ely via Western Pacific. 

The last passenger train was operated July 31, 1941 
hauled by engine No. 40 which had handled trains Nos. 3 
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“Safety First” Appears Not Only On Its Employes Timetable, 
But On The Smokebox of The Nevada Northern’s No. 11 As Well. 


Photo from Charles Vineall, Albany, N.Y. 
Cut courtesy RAILROAD JOURNAL 





and 4 regularly since 1910. This engine has the remarkable 
mileage record of a half a million miles without undergoing 
any major repairs. According to the latest timetable issued 
by the Nevada Northern, a local freight is operated twice 
weekly northbound Saturday and Wednesday, and southbound 
Sunday and Thursday, between Cobre and Ely. With the 
national defense program demanding more and more copper, 
the lifeblood of the Nevada Northern, extra trains with as 
many as 80 or 90 cars are operated every day of the week. 
Passenger engines Nos. 10, 11, 20, 21, and 40 have steel 
blue jackets, silver smoke-boxes, and the remainder of the 
engine and tender painted olive green. These engines also 
had the engineers’ and firemen’s names painted on the sides 
of the cabs. Freight engines are painted black with silver 
lettering. -All locomotives are coal-burners. Engines 4, 5, 7, 


« Please turn to page six. 
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_ | Locomotives of the Nevada Northern 
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No. type cyl. drv. bp tf weight* builder 


1 44-0 16x24 63 80,150 Schen. 1869 
Ex Central Pacific 161, SP 1228, purchased 11-18-05. 
Scrapped about 1931. 

2 4-6-0 18x24 57 140 16,230 89,100 Schen. 1881 
Ex S.P. of Arizona 26, SP 106, 1609, 2045, pur. 12-05. 
Scrapped about 1931. 

3 46-0 18x24 57 170° 16,230 81,800 Schen. 1882 
Ex S.P. of Arizona 73, SP 153, 1645, 2078, pur. 12-05. 

i Scrapped in 1934. 

/ 10 46-0 20x26 56 180 25,660 276,000 Alco 1906 





Ex NN 4. Out of service. 
P ll 46-0 20x26 56 180 25,660 276,000 Alco 1907 
a Ex NN 7. Out of service. 
4 d 20 46-0 19x26 50 190 26,130 289,000 Alco 1907 
» - Ex NN 8. 


21 4-6-0 19x26 50 180 26,130 289,000 Alco 1909 
1} 40 460 19x26 62 175 23,100 274,000 Bald. 1910 
ble | 80 2-8-0 19x26 42 200 36,800 320,000 Alco 1906 
ing F gl 28-0 21x26 44 190 36,200 323,000 Bald. 1917 


I. 
L, 


ued j Engines 10, 20, 40, and 81 superheated. * includes tender. 
vice a 
ma | Nevada Consolidated Copper Co. RR 
the § Road engines only. 

No. type cyl. drv. bp tf weight* builder 


per, § 
1 as § 


90 2-8-0 21x30 44 190 41,890 335,000 Alco 1907 
91 2-8-0 21x30 44 190 41,890 335,000 Alco 1907 
92 2-8-0 21x30 44 190 41,890 335,000 Alco 1908 
teel B93 9.8.0 21x30 44 190 41,890 335,000 Alco 1909 
the 94 2-8-0 21x30 44 190 41,890 335,000 Alco 1909 
also 5 95 2-8-0 21x30 44 190 41,890 344,000 Alco 1914 
ides F 96 28.0 21x30 44 190 41,890 344,000 Alco 1916 
Iver 97 2-8-0 21x28 44 200 38,070 318,000 Alco 1910 


loa 


iis 98 2-8-0 23x28 44 190 47,000 354,000 Alco 1929 


* includes tender. 
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Nevada Northern Railroad 


« Concluded from page four 


and 8 were renumbered as indicated on the roster about 1910. 

The Nevada Northern is owned and operated by the 
Nevada Consolidated Copper company which is in turn con- 
trolled by the Kennecott Copper interests. The Nevada Con- 
solidated Copper company operates a private railroad to carry 
copper ore from the huge copper pits at Ruth and Kimberly 
to the smelter at McGill, some 25 miles distant. This line was 
built in 1907 and is laid with 90 and 110-lb. rail. Nine 2-8-0s 
operate this stretch of main line and several other locomotives 
are kept busy in the pits. The road engines are often used on 
the Nevada Northern. Traffic on this line is very heavy, trains 
being run 24 hours a day, often as close as one-half hour 
apart, including Sundays! 








R Streamlined Hobby ... . 
With Streamlined Possibilities 


Say there fellows, with the National Defense ban on rail 
photography, why not add the hobby of timetable collecting 
to your rail enthusiasm. 

Here’s a hobby with great variety and colorfulness .. . 
And, the endless roads to romance your timetable collection 
will unfold ... If you don’t begin collecting timetables now, 
why man, you’re missing more fun and enjoyment than you 
ever dreamed of. 

Come on, write today for your free copy of our “stream- 
lined hobby” booklet all about timetablogy. 


RAILROAD JOURNAL 


(Monthly news-magazine of timetable collectors) 
47 Charles Street, Metuchen, New Jersey 


P.S. If you want Railroad Journal, send 5c for sample copy 
along with: your free booklet. 
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Notes from the Foothills 


Logging operations to open ap- 
proximately May first of this 
year will find the West Side 
Lumber Co. of Tuolumne, Calif., 
using numbers 12 and 14 for their 
second year of operation, to be 
supplemented later in the season 
by No. 15, formerly Hobart Es- 
tate No. 9. No. 12 was ex-Swayne 
6 and No. 14 ex-Hobart Estate 8. 


Slated for scrapping by the 
West Side company during slack 
work are No. 4, Heisler, and No. 
6, a Shay, which two years ago, 
demolished herself by rolling 
down a bank. 


Recently arrived and _ still at 
the end of the track at Tuolumne 
is Napa Valley Electric No. 63, 
combination motor. Reportedly 
headed for the West Side Lumber 
Co., the powers-that-be know 
nothing of the transaction. The 
car, a standard gauge, complete 
with trucks, couplers, etc., except 
motors, would have to be refitted 
to narrow gauge. Difficulty in 
securing sufficient number of 
narrow gauge trucks for more 
lumber flats has already been felt. 

The Sierra Railroad bridge and 
building gang spent Washington’s 
Birthday, February 22 and 23, 
strengthening the Sullivan’s creek 
trestle. By working between 
trains in the weeks previous, the 
gang completed as much work as 
possible. Over the holidays, rail 


was torn up and the job was 
ready for the first train Tuesday 
morning. 

This trestle will be remembered 
by those on the last excursion 
over the Sierra as the one where 
the triple-header was split and 
then coupled on the other side. 

Pickering Lumber 
Standard, Calif. has numbered 
their recent purchase of a 3T 
Shay from Forrest Lumber Co. 
to No. 11. When the season ovens 
during April, they will report:dly 
also lease an engine from a nor- 
thern California concern. 

The ambulance rail-car of the 
Pickering Lumber Co., numbered 
11, and built from an antiquated 
Dodge truck, has been scrapved 
by a Sonora outfit—Jack Gibson 


Company, 


ss 
Valley Report 

The Tidewater Southern ic busy 
with the one-spot and WP 124 
pinch-hitting while 132 was in 
the shops. New tracks are beng 
laid at Hatch. 

All of the wire on the Stockton 
Flectric is down and about a 
half-mile of rails have been torn 
up. The main line railroad cross- 
ings have been torn out and the 
cars have been stripped at ‘he 
barn for electrical equipraent.— 
Al Rose 





The Northern California Railroad Club 


The regular March meeting will be held Saturday evening, 
March 14, 1942, in a street car of the Market Street Railway 
at the McAllister Barn, San Francisco. Members and visitors 
are invited to attend. Five line direct from downtown. 
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